So, how do I start tracing my family history?

I have been asked this and just about every Genealogy club newsletter and magazine has this question asked a lot. What I have seen and experienced are almost identical, in the answer to this question. It is always a good idea to write down what information you can think up or when you ask someone about family members.

First, start off with what you know. Where and when were you born? 

Do you have any brothers and sisters?

Then list your parents and their birth dates and locations. Do either of them have brothers or sisters? If so, do any of them have any children? List any married details, like dates and locations, as well.

When you have gone through all living relatives and have asked their information, ask about other family members that may not be living anymore. A lot of people do not mind reliving memories of family members and a lot of them won’t stop talking about them (this is a good thing, even if it doesn’t seem like it at the time… ( ).

When you get those names, dates and locations of the deceased family members, when you can, (IF you can, because some don’t think of a cemetery as a place to visit) go to the cemetery to find out (and sometimes verify) birth and death dates. Sometimes family members will be in the same area, making it easier, and sometimes, you have to go from one end to the other end of the cemetery to find one name. A lot of cemeteries are staffed and can give you a map of where family members are located.

You may also want to check with the funeral home, if available, on the funeral records that they have. Sometimes, they will have information that is not in the obituary, that may prove useful.

When you have exhausted that path of researching family history, go to 

the newspaper and/or library to get obituary information. A lot of times, 

an obituary will list other family members, parents and a lot of information that can lead you to information that others had forgotten.

When that path has taken you are far as it can, you might get lucky with the courthouse in the city or county that they lived in, maybe finding marriage license information or land that was owned by a family member.

When you get to an area where you think you have run out of leads, 

places to research, this is when I would find out how to become a member of a genealogy society club in the area of where family members lived. They may have some information, or know someone who might.

Whether or not you have success there, if possible, do a name search on the Internet and/or genealogy websites and see what comes up. If you don’t have access to the Internet, or don’t have a computer, your local library may have access to the Internet and being a library member, 

a lot of times, it will be free access.

I myself have paid for monthly memberships to ancestry.com and other places, that have provided a wealth of information, without having to leave my home. It’s great, when in the middle of the night, or when travel isn’t possible due to weather, etc., to log on and print out pages and pages of information to look over more closely at a later time. Printing out what 

you come across, also will verify facts to someone that you may show 

your findings to.

Lastly, the Social Security Department has information available, as does the Military, if a family member was part of Armed Forces.

Sometimes obtaining the birth certificate of even yourself, and other relatives, can reveal facts that you may not have known. Please note that getting information from the Social Security Dept. and courthouses for marriage licenses, birth and death certificates, usually cost to receive.

Good luck!

