Why does God allow bad things to happen ?
By Jerry N. Duncan, Ph.D.
If we are taught that God is in control of everything, we
struggle with explaining to new believers how a loving God could allow so much hurt to occur to truly innocent people (e.g. infants and young children being physically abused or molested).
--------
Editor’s note: Our God in Heaven is a loving God, and there are bad things that happen here on earth by bad people. The OKC Murrah building being blown up, for example. This incident caused me to doubt our God. What could they have done to deserve such a tragedy ?
But that is when I found the answer and with that answer I understand it a little bit better. I still don’t have all the answers of why things happen the way that they do. 
The answer I found, is that God gives each of us free will. We can choose to do bad, or we can choose to do good. Some days, we do both. Sometimes we make the right choices in life, and we are still affected by the wrong decisions and actions that others make.
The people of Israel begged for God to end their slavery in Egypt. God delivered Moses to them and he led them out of Egypt with numerous miracles, witnessed by the thousands and on the way to the Promised Land, they decided to do what they wanted, worship any god they wanted.
God punished them for their choices. They had witnessed the wrath of God’s hand against the Pharaoh and the Egyptians and the miracles of how they escaped across the Red Sea (Ex.14-10-31) & they turned their backs on God. (Exodus 32:1-14).
When they repented God allowed them his blessing of the Promised Land…. to their children, after 40 years of wandering in the desert. (Exodus 32:7-15).
God will bless your life. Please acknowledge Him, pray to Him and repent your sins to Him. Accept Him as your Lord and Savior, whom you cannot do without. 

That makes you a Christian and allows you to spend all of eternity in Heaven.
-----------------
The other confusing position to explain is the assumption that God does not involve Himself at all in this world that is being corrupted by man and his free will.
Scott Peck, in his book The Road Less Traveled, says in
his first few lines that the first step is accepting the fact that life is difficult. The second step is developing the tools to deal with life’s difficulties.
That sounds awfully similar to what Jesus said to his disciples in John 16:33, “ In me you will have peace. 

In the world, you will have tribulation (difficulties) but be of good cheer, for I have overcome the world.”
Jesus explained that, contrary to their expectations, their lives would be full of difficulties. And that if they would trust in Him, He would help them through those difficulties.
Accepting that this world is not our real home and that difficult times are normal is an important aspect of emotional well-being. Knowing that bad things happen because we make bad choices, others make bad choices that affect us directly and Satan has a right to hassle us, can help explain the origin of these difficult times.
Here are some of the Scripture’s “tools” for dealing with
life’s difficulties like :
Romans 8:28
I Corinthians 10:13
Philippians 4:6-7, 19
Providing that and reassurance of our support and encouragement can help when others are suffering and need someone to walk alongside them.
Joni Eareckson Tada said she struggled with asking God “Why me ?”, until she realized she had been asking the wrong question.
The question she discovered she should have been asking was “Why not me? Why should I be exempt from the same kind of difficulties millions of others are struggling with.”
----
Everyone wants to have a simple life, where all of their wants and desires come easily. There are no problems,
no delays, no difficulties.
If God blessed us with this “simple life” every moment of our lives, do you think we would appreciate it as much when we go to heaven?
That is what Heaven is for. 
No troubles.    
No worries.   
No problems.
Just love for each other and our Father in Heaven and
here on Earth.
The difference between good and evil are choices. 
The choices we make and the choices that others make, affect us on a daily basis.
Life is not fair. We are reminded on a weekly, if not daily
basis of how short life is, by the loss of a loved one.
I am sure you have heard the old cliché, “Treat each day like it is your last day on earth.” 
You never know…. it could be.
